March 2, 2006

Lance W. Lord for his exceptional service to

the United States and will wish him and his

family all the best in the days ahead.
———

A BILL TO RATIFY A CONVEYANCE
OF THE JICARILLA APACHE RES-
ERVATION TO RIO ARRIBA COUN-
TY, STATE OF NEW MEXICO

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to introduce a bill to ratify a conveyance
of a portion of the Jicarilla Apache Reserva-
tion to the county of Rio Arriba, New Mexico.
This legislation will bring resolution to a long-
standing dispute between the Jicarilla Apache
Nation and Rio Arriba County.

The dispute, which has been ongoing for
nearly two decades, is over the ownership of
a road on a parcel of land formerly referred to
as Theis Ranch. The Jicarilla Nation pur-
chased Theis Ranch in 1985 and, in March
1988, the Nation subsequently conveyed a
trust deed for Theis Ranch to the United
States. The Theis Ranch property then, by
proclamation of the Secretary of the Interior,
became part of the Jicarilla Reservation in
September 1988.

A lawsuit was filed in October of 1987 and
the District Court was asked to determine the
ownership status of the disputed road. In the
original lawsuit, Rio Arriba County sought to
establish that the county acquired the disputed
road by prescription and, therefore, the county
was the road’s rightful owner. However, the
Jicarilla Nation contended that the Nation
owned the road because the road was, and
continues to be, within the boundaries of the
expanded 1988 Jicarilla Reservation. On De-
cember 10, 2001, the District Court found in
favor of the Jicarilla and determined that the
disputed road traversed the Jicarilla Reserva-
tion in several locations. Rio Arriba County ap-
pealed the December 2001 District Court deci-
sion and the appeal is currently pending be-
fore the Court of Appeals of the State of New
Mexico. In a separate yet relevant matter, Rio
Arriba County appealed a February 2003 deci-
sion by the Southwest Bureau of the United
States Department of the Interior to acquire a
tract of land referred to as the Boyd Ranch in
trust for the Jicarilla Nation. Rio Arriba’s ap-
peal of this determination is currently pending
before the Interior Board of Indian Appeals.

In an effort to settle the road dispute, the
Jicarilla Nation and Rio Arriba County entered
into mediation. The parties successfully
reached a settlement that was subsequently
executed by both the Jicarilla Nation, on May
3, 2003, and Rio Arriba County, on May 15,
2003. Representatives of the Secretary of the
Interior approved the settlement on June 18,
2003. The settlement agreement, which would
be implemented by this legislation, provided
that the Jicarilla Nation would transfer, more
or less, 70.5 acres of land located with the ex-
panded 1988 Jicarilla reservation to Rio Arriba
County. In exchange for the Jicarilla Nation’s
land conveyance, Rio Arriba County agreed to
permanently abandon any and all claims to
the disputed road. The settlement also pro-
vides that the terms of the agreement do not
take effect until all parties complete their re-
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spective promises in the agreement and the
United States, pursuant to federal law, ap-
proves of the conveyance of this particular
Jicarilla trust land to Rio Arriba County.

Both parties and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior have fully preformed the terms agreed to
within the settlement agreement. All that
stands between the parties to this dispute and
long overdo resolution is Congressional ap-
proval. Consequently, the legislation will adjust
the Jicarilla Reservation border in order to ac-
count for the transfer. At the same time, this
legislation upholds Congress’ trust responsi-
bility to the Jicarilla Nation by placing restric-
tive covenants on the trust land transferred to
the County. In other words, this legislation rec-
ognizes that the transferred land is imme-
diately adjacent to the remainder of the
Jicarilla Nation. As a result of the transferred
land’s proximity to the reservation, certain
uses of the transferred land would have a det-
rimental effect on the remaining reservation.
Therefore, this legislation allows the County to
use the land only for “governmental purposes”
and specifically prohibits the County from
using the land for prisons, jails, or other incar-
cerated persons, and other purposes.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to expe-
dite passage of this very important legislation.
Both the Nation and the County have waited
years for this agreement to be implemented.
Congress must now do their part to provide
long overdo resolution.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ALDEANE
COMITO RIES

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Aldeane Comito Ries, who served as a
teacher and principal in the Clark County
School District for 38 years. She will be recog-
nized at the formal dedication of Aldeane
Comito Ries Elementary School, which was
named in her honor.

Raised in Des Moines, lowa, Aldeane grad-
uated from Roosevelt High School and then
attended the University of lowa. She went on
to earn an undergraduate degree in elemen-
tary education, with a minor in ltalian. She
subsequently earned a master’'s degree in ele-
mentary education and is certified in coun-
seling, administration, secondary education
and vocational education.

Aldeane began her distinguished teaching
career in 1962 at J.E. Manch Elementary
School in Las Vegas. After teaching elemen-
tary school for 5 years at both Manch and
Ruth Fyfe Elementary Schools, she moved to
Farside Middle School where she taught for a
year. In 1968, she was appointed as the Dean
of Students at Garside and K.O. Knudson Mid-
dle Schools. After 2 years as a middle school
administrator, she moved to Valley High
School where she served as the Dean of Stu-
dents. Following her time at Valley High
School, Aldeane spent 6 years as the Dean at
Chaparral High School. In 1981, she was ap-
pointed as the Assistant Principal at Chaparral
and held that position for 9 years. In 1990,
she was appointed to her first principalship at
Valley High School. In 1993, she was the first
woman to be selected to open a new metro-
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politan high school when she was appointed
as principal of Silverado. She served there
until her retirement. Since retirement, Aldeane
has remained active in education by mentoring
new principals. Additionally, she touches the
lives of the students at Ries Elementary
School by volunteering to participate in the
Clark County Reads Program.

Throughout her thirty-eight years in the
Clark County School District, regardless of her
position, Aldeane held fast to the belief that
schools should always act in the best interest
of their students. Her “students first” philos-
ophy won the hearts of the students and staff
with whom she served. Her steadfast commit-
ment to her students and the courage with
which she advocated for them serve as an
outstanding example for all educators.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Mrs. Aldeane Comito Ries today on the floor
of the House.

COLUMN BY THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
bring to the attention of the House a recent
column by Thomas L. Friedman, which offers
acute insights into the Dubai Ports World con-
troversy. Mr. Friedman removes politics from
the debate and presents a clear and concise
evaluation of the issue.

| strongly recommend Mr. Friedman’s col-
umn to my colleagues.

[From the New York Times, Feb. 24, 2006]

WAR OF THE WORLDS
(By Thomas L. Friedman)

Since 9/11, whenever the Bush team has
found itself in political trouble, it has played
the national security card against Demo-
crats. It has worked so well that Karl Rove,
in a recent speech to the Republican Na-
tional Committee, made it a campaign
theme for 2006.

He said America today faces ‘‘a ruthless
enemy’’ and therefore needs ‘‘a commander
in chief and a Congress who understand the
nature of the threat and the gravity of the
moment America finds itself in. President
Bush and the Republican Party do. Unfortu-
nately, the same cannot be said for many
Democrats.”

Mr. Rove added: ‘“‘Republicans have a post—
9/11 worldview, and many Democrats have a
pre-9/11 worldview. That doesn’t make them
unpatriotic—not at all. But it does make
them wrong—deeply and profoundly and con-
sistently wrong.”

I particularly like the line ‘‘that doesn’t
make them unpatriotic,” when that was ex-
actly the political slur Mr. Rove was trying
to implant.

So I understand why Democrats were eager
to turn the soft-on-terrorism card back on
President Bush when it was revealed that
P&O, the navigation company based in Lon-
don—which has been managing the ports of
New York, New Jersey, Baltimore, New Orle-
ans, Miami and Philadelphia—had been
bought by Dubai Ports World, a company
owned by the Dubai monarchy in the United
Arab Emirates, an Arab Gulf state, and that
the Bush team had approved the Dubai take-
over of the U.S. port operations.

I also understand why many Republicans
are now running away from the administra-
tion. They know that if they don’t distance
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